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A Note from the Editor, October 14th 

Since the publishing of the fall newsletter, we regret to announce that Terri 
Ford will not be able to attend and demonstrate at our October 22nd meeting. 
Fortunately, Maria Marino has agreed to step in.  If you have never seen Maria 
paint, you are in for a real treat! Maria paints with energy and joy!  Her colors 
are lively and expressive.  
 
Maria's paintings focus on the intimate settings found in the landscape. One of 
her favorite elements to paint is water and how the light interacts with it. Her 
love for color has inspired her to push the boundaries of the mediums she 
chooses to paint in. Maria exhibits her work in national shows and in galleries. 
She has received recognition for her paintings by the Allied Artists of America, 
Salmagundi Club, Pastel Society of America and the National Arts Club where 
she holds memberships. To learn more about Maria and her painting, please 
visit her website mariamarinoart.com. 
 

From the President's Easel 

Hello Fellow Pastellists,   
 

This is a season of new beginnings for MPS.  At our next 
meeting, Saturday, October 22, the membership will vote on the following slate 
of board nominees:   
 

 President: Mary Boeh 
 Vice President: Kim Stone  
 Treasurer: Mary Anne Warner  
 Recording Secretary:  Lyn Laviana 
 Corresponding Secretary:  Joyce Turk  

The non-elected board positions will continue to be filled as follows:  
 

 Membership Chair:  Kathleen Risk 
 Workshop Chair:  Joyce Lister   
 Exhibition Chair:  Susan Gleason  
 Newsletter Chair:  Mary Boeh  
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Dec 10:  Winter 
Board Meeting, Gary 
J. Arthur Community 
Center  
Jan 21:  Winter 
General Members 
Meeting 

Fall Meeting 
Directions 

Click here for 
directions to the Gary 
J. Arthur Community 
Center at Glenwood 
  

 

  

 SOP Chair:  TBD 

The positions of SOP Chair is open as of the end of September.  If you are a 
Signature Member and have an interest in filling this important position, please 
contact a board member ASAP. 
 
Also at our business meeting Susan Gleason will share news about 
our February 9, 2017, Signature Member Show at the Columbia Arts Center 
with a quickly upcoming November deadline, and more news about the 
October 2017 Shades of Pastel National Exhibit at the Glenview Mansion.  
 
Once our business meeting is concluded on the the 22nd, Terri Ford will 
conduct a 3-hour demonstration for us.  Terri will have just completed 
conducting a 4-day workshop for fortunate MPS members in New Hope, 
PA.  The following bio is taken from her 
website  http://www.terrifordart.com/AboutTerri.html  which I encourage you to 
visit to see examples of her exquisite and vivid pastels.    
 
A native Californian, Terri grew up in the South Bay Area and attended The 
Academy of Art College in San Francisco. She has been working with pastels 
since 1987 both in her studio and en plein air. Her emphasis is on the 
landscape, often including architectural elements...bridges, barns, fences, 
spires. She travels frequently to paint and teach throughout the US and 
abroad. Her paintings are primarily representational / impressionism. Some 
more loosely rendered than others. She has been a frequent award winner at 
the Carmel Art Festival Plein Air Event. Her works have been published widely 
in Pastel Journal, Plein Air Magazine, Fine Art Connoisseur, American Art 
Collector, Pratique des Artes and others. 
  
You won't want to miss October's meeting!!!     
 
Dawn 
 

Next Meeting 

As noted above, our Fall General Meeting is October 22nd at the Gary J. 
Arthur Community Center in Glenwood, Maryland. Directions can be 
found here. 
 
To learn more about our guest presenter, Terri Ford, please visit her 
website,http://www.terrifordart.com. 
 
As always, please remember to bring 

 lunch for yourself. 
 food to share so you can put your name in the box and perhaps win a 

prize. 
 samples of your recent work. 

See you on Saturday, October 22nd at noon.  
 

Exhibitions 

Signature Members Show Planned for Early Next Year - Call for 
Entries 
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The Maryland Pastel Society will hold a Signature Members Show at the 
Columbia Art Center, 6100 Foreland Garth, Columbia, Maryland, from 
February 9-March 5, 2017. All Signature Members in good standing with the 
Maryland Pastel Society are invited to submit work for the exhibit.   
 
Columbia Art Center is located in Long Reach Village Center in Columbia, 
Md.  The Columbia Art Center has been a functioning arts school since 1987, 
and offers year-round art classes, rotating gallery exhibitions, a gallery gift 
shop, summer art camp for children, studio rentals, a Japanese Garden, art 
and life enhancement lectures and more! The gallery space is wonderful and 
has been recently updated to include new flooring and lighting.  
 
Details are posted on the MPS Web page.  Click here for details. 
 
Important Dates 
Deadline for submission: Friday, November 18, 2016 
Work to be delivered: February 7-8 
Show opens: February 9 
Opening Reception: Sunday, February 12, 2pm-4pm 
Show closes: March 5 
Pick-up of work: March 6-7 
 

Exhibitions - SOP 2017 

SOP 2017 Planning Begins!  Volunteers Needed! 

 

Our national juried Shades of Pastel Exhibition will be held October 15 through 
November 17, 2017. We are excited to announce that our show will be at 
the Glenview Mansion in Rockville, Maryland.  
 
We need volunteers to serve on the SOP planning committee. If you can help 
with the planning, please contact a board member at the earliest opportunity. 
 

Featured Artist:   Eve Miller 

 

  

After teaching French and Spanish for 30 years, Eve finally had time to paint. 
She decided to concentrate on pastels and is especially fond of its versatility 
and wonderful texturizing surprises.  She describes her method: 
  

https://www.columbiaassociation.org/facilities/columbia-art-center/
http://www.marylandpastelsociety.com/index.php?page=about&family=events


"I use various techniques learned in workshops, especially under painting 

techniques. I incorporate bits and pieces from various nationally known 
artists. I am primarily a landscape artist plein air and in studio. My process 
includes finding 3 to 5 big shapes that later will become smaller shapes. I 
always do thumbnails. The 3-inch thumbnail allows me to work out the 
composition. I do one outline, one value map and a notan to check for a 
pleasing composition. I look for various shapes large and small. 
  
At this stage I want to know why? Why did I choose this scene. What color 
scheme would work best?  Analogous is very safe; however, the painting 
might take me elsewhere.  
  
Once I decide on my focal point I transfer and work from my value map. I 
usually use UArt 400 grit; however, I like French Canvas True Grit Panel 400 
as well as Pastel Premier White. I like white because I frequently use 
a watercolor underpainting . I also use clear primer to add texture and to guide 
my viewer's eye around the painting. 
  
FINALLY I add soft pastels. I look at the painting in a mirror or upside down to 
find area that need refinement. I let it sit awhile. Once I am satisfied that I 
made my reference my own, rather than copy, I photograph it outdoors in the 
shade and hopefully say 'VOILA!' " 
  
Eve is a member of PSA, MPS, SPS, SEPS, NWPS, and is an elected 
Member of the Salmagundi Art Club. She is also a Fellow of The American 
Artists Professional League. 
  
To see more of Eve's paintings, please visit her web site, evemillerfineart.com. 
 
 

 

  

Member News 

http://evemillerfineart.com/


   
   

  

 
 

 
 

Donna M. 
Finley's pastel painting 
"See Forever" was juried 
into the inaugural 
exhibition for the AM 
Gravely Gallery in St. 
Michaels, MD, and 
"Looking at Me looking 
at You" (above) was 
juried into 
the Chestertown River 
Arts Fine Art Exhibition. 
She was also one of 43 
Delmarva artists juried 
into the Local 
Color Exhibition during 
the 2016 Plein Air 
Easton Competition. 
Lastly, Donna was 
named President of the 
St. Michaels Art League, 
St. Michaels MD. 
 

Kay Sandler is showing 20 
watercolors and pastels at 
the Visitor's Center 
at Brookside Gardens in 
Wheaton.  The show is 
September 26 -October 
30.  Kay is also exhibiting 8 
pieces at theSecolari shop 
at the Columbia Mall through 
the end of the 
year.  Reception at Secolari 
is November 13 from 5 to 7 
PM. 
Kay's work will be included 
in an Exhibition to benefit 
theHorseSpirit Arts 
Gallery from November 5 - 
January 28, 2017 at The 
Meeting House Gallery at 
Oakland Mills Interfaith 
Center in Columbia. 
Kay was able to rescue all 
60 of her paintings from her 
flooded out office in Main 
Street, Ellicott City, a few 
weeks after the 
flood.  Nothing was 
damaged. 

JoEllen 
Murphy reports that 
the McGuire Fine Arts 
and Framing gallery, 
Frederick, MD will host 
a reception for her and 
a few other artists on 
Saturday night,Novemb
er 5th from 4-8pm. She 
will have over 15 
landscapes on exhibit 
and for sale.  
Also, this past summer 
JoEllen was honored to 
have a painting 
accepted into the 
Salmagundi Club in 
NYC as part of an 
international pastel 
show.  
JoEllen now has 
paintings in three 
galleries:  McGuire Fine 
Arts in Frederick, 
MD,Carmen's Gallery in 
Solomons, MD 
and McBride Gallery in 
Annapolis, MD. 
 

 

     

  

 
 

  

Bob Russin's painting 
"Summer Snag" 32 x 24, 
received the Pastel 

Michael McGurk reports 
that he was among 
awardees in The Pastel 

In September, Dolores 
Andrew took part in a 
Plein Air event in 
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Society of 
America Award in 
memory of Flora B. 
Giffuni at this year'sPSA 
annual exhibition at the 
National Arts Club, NYC. 
 

Society of America 44th 
annual exhibit Enduring 
Brilliance in September in 
NYC. The Pastel Societies 
of the Midwest award - 
Chicago Pastel Painters, 
Mid America Pastel Society 
and Lake Country Pastel 
Society, was awarded to 
Michael McGurk PSA-
MP for  " White Wash" 

Western Maryland in 
Grantsville. She spent 
the lovely day working 
on a landscape in 
pastel, of course. To her 
delight and surprise, she 
won Best of Show. 
 
 

 

    

  

 
 

  

Susan Klinger's pastel 
"Autumn's Last Stand" 
depicting a leaf clinging 
to its branch despite 
being laden with snow, 
was selected for 
publication in the Fall 
edition of Philadelphia 
Stories, a non-profit 
literary magazine that 
publishes the finest 
literary fiction, poetry and 
art from Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey & 
Delaware. Susan will 
have a solo exhibition, 
"Reality Deferred", at Off 
the Wall Gallery in 
Skippack, PA. The show 
will feature Susan's work 
in abstraction in a variety 
of media, including 
pastel. 

Two of Denise Vitollo's 
works were accepted into 
the 16th Biennial 
Exhibition of theDegas 
Pastel Society in New 
Orleans. The national 
juried show will be held 
from Oct 1-29 at the New 
Orleans Academy of Fine 
Art Gallery. Additionally, 
Denise will be one of the 
artists at Plein Air 
Brandywine Valley Oct 
16-23. The exhibition of 
plein air works from the 
week will be held Oct 21-
23 at Winterthur 
Museum Visitors' Center. 
In November, she will 
exhibit with Farm to Table 
Plein Air, at The Frame 
Station Gallery, Berwyn, 
PA. 

Susan Pearcy is part of 
the Countryside Artisans 
Gallery 
& Studio Tour on Fri-Sun, 
Oct. 7, 8 and 9 from 10-5 
pm. See  
www.countrysideartisans.
com. for more information 
and a map. Susan will be 
at Sugarloaf Studio, or 
#10 on the map at 21900 
Beallsville Rd., 
Barnesville, MD.She's 
also in the Frederick Plein 
Air Artists exhibit at 
theHyattstown Mill Arts 
Projectfrom Oct 8-30 at 
14920 Hyattstown Mill 
Rd., Hyattstown, MD, The   
opening reception is Oct. 
8, 2-4 pm.  

 

 

Elaine Shortall is participating in 2 shows this 
October. The first is opening at the  Candleberry 
Gallery in St. Michaels, MD, where she will be 
showing 4 pieces of plein air pastel work done with 
the  Plein Air Painters of the Chesapeake 
Bay(PAPCB), a group that started with her and 3 
others and has grown to over 50 artists in all media in 
a very short time.  They meet at predetermined 
locations on Tuesdays mornings and are followed by 
a group critique for those desiring it.  The show will  

run until the end of October.  If you are not familiar with St. Michaels, it is a quaint 
Eastern Shore town that boasts many unique shops, galleries, restaurants and, places 
to stay, and is a big tourist destination, especially at this time of the year. 
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Elaine also has 2 pastel works as a guest artist, juried into the "The Artist Eye", at 
the Benfield Gallery in Severna Park,  485 Jumpers Hole Road, Severna Park, 
MD  21146, beginning Saturday, Oct 8 - 29, 2016.   

 
Desiree Holmes Scherini will be teaching classes at Maryland Hall for the Creative 
Arts this fall. Her classes include: 

 a Plein Air Weekend Workshop, October 8-9  

 two classes Beginning Tuesdays, October 11 

 Creative Meditation and Painting and In The Studio  

 Landscape Painting in Pastel (other mediums are welcome too!) Saturday 
October 22 

 a one Day Workshop- Design Secrets for Painting and Drawing,  

For more information and to register go to: https://www.marylandhall.org/course-
categories. Desiree also hosts a "Plein Air Posse". If you are interested in 
participating, contact her at desireescherini@gmail.com and put "posse" in the subject 
line. See her website www.artistdesireescherini.com for more information. 
 
On September 24, Cynthia Jennings had a show at Linden Farm alongside the 
Sugarloaf Citizens Plant Swap and Monocacy Garden Club Flower Show.  From 
October 7-9, she participated in the Countryside Artisans Studio and Gallery Tour. 
Cynthia has ongoing work displays at The Cottage in Leesburg, Virginia. 

Inspiration Corner 

Teachers' Tips 

The Maryland Pastel Society has a number of teachers, past and present, 

among its ranks. We invited our members with teaching experience to share 

advice, and several members volunteered. This is the fourth in a series of five 

Teachers' Tips columns where our member teachers Pass It On. 

 

In honor of the Fall season, we are offering NO TRICKS, but instead, a real 

TREAT! Schools have been in session for weeks now, and with the cold 

weather ahead, it seemed a perfect time to think about painting challenges to 

help you hone your skills. We invited our Teachers to each share a 

"Homework" assignment to help you get through the Winter.  
 
Chris Powell's Color Challenge 
Instead of using the Red Yellow Blue color wheel for selecting your colors and 
complements, I challenge the MPS members to use the Red Green Blue color 
wheel.  It is slightly different but supposedly is more of what our eyes 
perceive.  Notice below the difference of complementary colors in each color 
wheel.  For more information on the RGB or Munsell Color Wheel, please read 
Harley Brown's book, "Eternal Truths for Every Artist".  The use of discord 
colors is explained in the chapter on Color.  Explore and enjoy. 

http://www.benfieldgallery.com/
https://www.marylandhall.org/course-categories
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Rebecca Shorb - The One Hundred Challenge 
Try the Marla Baggetta 100 approach. Choose a subject and do it 100 different 
ways!!!!!!  
 
Jack Pardue - Back to Basics 
OK, your homework is to learn to draw, because if you can't, you will never be 
able to create competent representational paintings. 
 
Jean Hirons - Value the Values 
The homework assignment that I've given my new students is to take a set of 
pastels, such as the 96 NuPastels and to find the sticks that are the same in 
value.  I ask them to mix complements to create colored grays and then to mix 
analagous colors to create more interesting colors for roofs, skies, or fields. 
They always seem to like this assignment.   
 
Dot Stepanski - Face Your Fear! 
Choose a subject you really hate (still life - portrait - abstract), put that hate 
aside and take "three" days to do a disciplined, honest effort to make it 
interesting to you, the artist. 
 
Susan Klinger - Recycle & Have Fun with Ghosts! 
Especially for you realistic pastel painters ( I am one as well!) - Take a piece 
that just doesn't work as well as you had hoped.  Rather than toss it, use your 
hand, a rag, whatever and wipe it off.  There will be a ghost image.  Now turn it 
in all 4 directions.  Look for a design element that can be a starting point.  It 
could be a dominant color scheme, a strong directional path, a shape.  Use 
this as a starting point and begin to make marks or passages of color from this 
starting point.  You can continue to turn the piece in different directions if 
necessary.  See where this can lead you.  It may go completely abstract, or it 
may start to lead you to a new realistic subject.  You were already thinking of 
tossing it, so there is nothing to lose.  That alone helps you to perhaps work a 
bit more freely. I am by nature not an abstract painter, yet I have done this with 
several lackluster pieces and the resulting 'new' work has been quite different 
and exciting.  

----------------------------------------- 

We hope you try these homework assignments.  In January, send in a photo of 

your results, and we'll include them in our next newsletter! 

Welcome to New Members & Signature Members 

We are happy to welcome the following new members: 



 Phyllis Meltzer 
 Martha Rowley 

Congratulations to our newest Signature Member! 

 Jayne Hetherington 

Currently there are 240 members; 123 Artist and 117 Signature members. 
 
The deadline for the next juried Signature member application is October 29, 
2016.  Visit the MPS web page for information on how to apply for Signature 
membership. 
 

Past Events 

Summer Meeting - Loosen Up with Abstract! 
Photos by Richard Bitner and Mary Boeh 
 

  
Our Summer meeting in July was a lot of fun as members experimented with 
abstract design. The theme was "Loosen Up with Abstract," led by Mary Anne 
Warner with assistance from Mary Boeh.  The presentation, followed by 
hands-on painting session, was inspired by pastel artist Debora Stewart and 
was intended to help members experiment with composition and color. 
  
MPS asked members to bring a photo or drawing with high contrast and well 
defined shapes for reference and inspiration, vine charcoal, and 9 to 12 sticks 
of pastels, specifically three colors with three values of each color, plus one 
accent and one neutral color.  MPS supplied the paper.   
  
Mary Anne kicked off the session by explaining that she was inspired to do this 
presentation after attending a demonstration by Debora Stewart at IAPS 2014. 
Mary Anne later attended one of Stewart's workshops where she learned 
many techniques to loosen up her painting.  Used to painting realistic subjects, 
abstract was new to Mary Anne, but Debora's lessons helped Mary Anne to try 
new colors and compositional themes. "Abstract allows you to focus just on 
the colors and composition," noted Mary Anne. You don't have to worry about 
the accuracy of your drawing - you can focus on the design.  That is liberating! 
  
Mary Anne added that some of the abstracts she has painted since studying 
with Debora are purely abstract, but others retain a little bit of the subject 

http://www.marylandpastelsociety.com/index.php?page=about&family=membership&category=01--MEMBERSHIP&display=641
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matter.  She showed us a few pieces from the latter - a series of abstract 

paintings inspired by flowers where hints of floral sensibilities draw you in.  
 
To set the stage, Mary Boeh reviewed basic principles of design.  She 
discussed line, shape, space, texture, repetition, value, color, and focal point 
and how we use all of these components to convey mood and emotion, create 
atmosphere, and build and strengthen the composition.  Mary also described a 
few basic compositional forms that members may want to explore - circle, 
cruciform. L-shaped, V-shaped, and grid.   
 
 
The Process 

Mary Anne led us through her process. 
First, she selected a reference image. 
Sometimes Mary Anne uses a 
photograph.  Other times, she uses 
some of her previous paintings or 
sketches.  The reference image she 
chooses has high contrast and 
interesting shapes, lines, or masses. 
Mary Anne uses a view finder to locate 
a pattern that she wants to explore 
further.  She draws a number of 
thumbnails on newsprint paper.  She 
experiments with several compositions. 
Once Mary Anne has several interesting 
designs, she chooses one she wants to 
explore further in pastel.    

 
Mary Anne moves to her pastel paper.  Using charcoal, she begins to sketch 
out her design in charcoal.  She then "sets" the charcoal with Isopropyl 
alchohol using a large bristle brush.  After Mary Anne has established her 
design and used the alchohol to set the value study in grays, she gives it time 
to dry.  Next, she chooses her color scheme. She typically does multiple color 
studies to help her decide her final palette.  Sometimes, Mary Anne will 
experiment with color underpaintings using acrylic paint instead of charcoal. 
For this demo, once the charcoal underpainting has dried, Mary Anne chooses 
three colors, three values of each color, one neutral and one contrasting color. 
She was inspired by the colors of her blue color study, below center.   

  
 



Once Mary Anne demonstrated the process, the group began to work on their 

own abstract paintings, following Mary Anne's guidance.  In the photos below, 
you will see examples of each stage of the process as our members 
experimented with design, composition, and color. 

 

 
 
Using viewfinders to 
sketch out thumbnails.  
 

 

  
This artist did several 
small color studies.  

 

   

 

Doing small color studies 
will help you define your 

palette. 

  

 
At this stage, Mary Anne  
has begun to add colors  
over her value study. She 
has added blues and 
peach. 



 

 

 

Moving to the pastel 
paper. Each artist was 
given a 9x12" sheet of 
UART 400 grit paper to 
work on. Here you see 
pieces in various stages 
or progress, from 
charcoal drawing, to 
value underpainting, to 
application of color. 
 

 

 
 

 

The final results were amazing! 

 

 

 

  

 

We wrapped up the day with an informal critique and discussion of the 
exercise.  For most members, this was their first adventure with abstract 



painting.  Several commented that they found this project really helpful for 
giving them new perspectives on composition and design. Everyone agreed 
that they had fun and would probably experiment further.  

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities 

 
Albert Handell will be back in Maryland in December for a painting workshop, 
also at the Chesapeake Fine Arts Studio.  He will be conducting a 5-day 
workshop fromDecember 2-6. For more details about these workshops, click 
on this link: Chesapeake Fine Arts Studio.  
 
 

Sheep & Wool Festival Cover Art Competition 
The Maryland Sheep Breeders Association would like to announce the 2017 
Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival Cover Art Competition, featuring a grand 
prize of $1000 and up to four $100 honorable mention awards. We would 
appreciate your help in publicizing this competition. Competition rules, entry 
form and release, along with a gallery of past winners, can be found 
at www.sheepandwool.org . The entry deadline is November 1st, 2016. 
  
Please direct questions about the competition to coverart@sheepandwool.org  
or leave a message at the Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival office at 410-531-
3647. 
 

http://chesapeakefineartstudio.com/workshops-3/
http://www.sheepandwool.org/


MPS Needs You! 
 

MPS can use your help. If you have talents or experience that can help MPS, 
speak up! Please contact a board member to let us know how you can 
help.  Also, we are always looking for newsletter writers. If you can contribute 
articles, book reviews, share good business practices for artists, or 
recommend a museum exhibition, please write it up and send it 
to mdpastels@gmail.com.  
 

  
Parting Thought: 
 
 "Don't think about making art, just get it done.  Let everyone 
else decide if it's good or bad, whether they love it or hate 
it.  While they are deciding, make even more art." 

  
- Andy Warhol  

      
 

  

Maryland Pastel Society | mdpastels@gmail.com | http://www.marylandpastelsociety.com 
P.O. Box 54 

Riderwood, MD 21139 
 

 

   

 

Copyright © 2016 All Rights Reserved. 

  

 

mailto:mdpastels@gmail.com
mailto:mdpscontact@gmail.com
http://www.marylandpastelsociety.com/

